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ability, have supplied valuable information about children
rating above 130-140 I.Q.
The observing teacher can easily distinguish some of the
characteristics of bright children — their " 'satiable curtios-
ity," as Kipling calls it, their wide knowledge, their quick-
ness in comprehending, their good memories, their laro-e
vocabularies, and their interest in the more abstract type
of school work. Gifted children act "old for their years"
and accept a more mature kind of responsibility than do
average children. Two girls, twelve and fourteen years old,
of high intelligence, came to school in a large city and took
entire responsibility for the management of the apartment
where they and their chaperon lived. Contrary to popular
opinion, intellectually gifted children are usually of superior
physique for their age; they tend to be in good health and
socially acceptable. They play a wide range of games, are
well liked by other children and, unless of exceptionally
high intelligence, tend to be selected as leaders. Precocious
in preschool years, they tend to show superior accomplish-
ment throughout the school years and in later life. The
gifted children in Terman's group came predominantly from
the upper social and economic levels, while only 7 per cent
came from the semi-skilled or unskilled laboring class* They
had numerous eminent relatives.
These characteristics apply to the group as a whole. Devi-
ations from these central tendencies are found in individual
cases. One intellectually gifted child may prefer solitary
pursuits. Two members of Terrnan's group of 1,000 gifted
children became definitely psychopathic, one was committed
to a reform school, and a number for one reason or another
had few accomplishments to their credit. These cases, how-
ever, were relatively few compared with the general pop-
ulation and were far outweighed by individual cases of
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